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4th March, 1656. This night I was invited by Mr.
Roger L'Estrange to hear the incomparable Lubicer on
the violin. His variety on a few notes and plain ground,
with that wonderful dexterity, was admirable. Though a
young man, yet so perfect and skillful, that there was
nothing, however cross and perplexed, brought to him by
our artists, which he did not play off at sight with
ravishing sweetness and improvements, to the astonish-
ment of our best masters. In sum, he played on the
single instrument a full concert, so as the rest flung down
their instruments, acknowledging the victory. As to
my own particular, I stand to this hour amazed that God
should give so great perfection to so young a person.
There were at that time as excellent in their profession
as any were thought to be in Europe, Paul Wheeler, Mr.
Mell, and others, till this prodigy appeared. I can no
longer question the effects we read of in David's harp to
charm evil spirits, or what is said some particular notes
produced in the passions of Alexander, and that King of
Denmark.

12th April, 1656. Mr. Berkeley and Mr. Robert Boyle
(that excellent person and great virtuoso), Dr. Taylor,
and Dr. Wilkins, dined with me at Sayes Court, when I
presented Dr. Wilkins with my rare burning-glass. In the
afternoon, we all went to Colonel Blount's, to see his
newly-invented plows.

22d April, 1656. Came to see Mr. Henshaw and Sir
William Paston's son, since Earl of Yarmouth. After-
ward, I went to see his Majesty's house at Eltham, both
palace and chapel in miserable ruins, the noble woods
and park destroyed by Rich, the rebel.

6th May, 1656. I brought Monsieur le Franc, a young
French Sorbonnist, a proselyte, to converse with Dr.
Taylor; they fell to dispute on original sin, in Latin,
upon a book newly published by the Doctor, who was
much satisfied with the young man. Thence, to see Mr.
Dugdale, our learned antiquary and herald. Returning,
I was shown the three vast volumes of Father Kircher's,
<( Obeliscus Pamphilius* and ^Aigyptiaciis*; in the second
volume I found the hieroglyphic I first communicated and
sent to him at Rome by the hands of Mr. Henshaw,
Whom he mentions; I designed it from the stone itself
brought me to Venice from Cairo by Captain Powell,my coach to bring him
